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Kim, Jeoung Myoung

Ibn Taymiyyah's Criticism of Christianity and
His Strategy of Othering the Shia

This paper examines Ibn Taymiyyah's (1263—1328) strategies for othering
Shia Islam during the Mamluk period, focusing on his rhetorical linkage between
Shia and Christian beliefs. Ibn Taymiyyah repeatedly highlighted perceived
similarities between the two groups, arguing that Shia practices deviated from
orthodox Sunni Islam and shared more commonalities with Christianity. This
“othering” tactic aimed to delegitimize Shia identity within the Sunni Muslim
community. The paper analyzes Ibn Taymiyyah's key works, including A/—Jawab
al—Sahih If Man Baddala Din al-Masih (The Correct Response to Those Who
Altered the Religion of Christ), Minhaj al—Sunna al—Nabawiyya (The Path of the

Prophet’s Sunna), and his fatwa “A Response to the Imami Rafidah” (Jawab ‘an
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|-Rafida al-Imamiyya), comparing his critiques of Christianity and Shia Islam
This paper reveals his strategy of using Christian theological criticisms as a
framework to marginalize Shia beliefs, thereby reinforcing Sunni identity during a
period of political and religious upheaval marked by Mongol incursions and the
Ilkhanate’s fluctuating religious policies. The conclusion considers how Ibn
Taymiyyah’'s othering tactics helped shape Sunni self—understanding and

potentially contributed to later sectarian conflicts.

[Key Words: Ibn Taymiyyah, Shia, Sunni, othering, religious polemics]
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5) Thomas F. Michel(1999). A Muslim Theologian's Response to Christianity, Delmar &
New York, Carvan Books.

6) Faris al Ahmad(2015). “Corruptions, Imitations, and Innovations: Tropes of Ibn
Taymiyya's Polemics’, Masters’s Thesis, The City University of New York.
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of W0 AES Ausiata At A 3% 2003, 250—-257).
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DEnE Wxe 5o thdk uhE gW(Al-Jawab al-Sahth i Man

Baddal D al-Masih); & 7]5al-o]&d 1w =4 JAtA 71§ _‘?_Eko] el
St AAE e B AAM 7kl spdthT) o] AX= 12407] B Y
A=(Sidon)9] A7|Ed(Melkite) FuFH <FE] 239 v}&-(Paul of Antioch,
1180 Abd)o] ol = Azdt A0R FAE = Adte] ta g Faow
AeH At e a9 v &Y A Hule A3H(Risala ila Ahad
al-Muslimmn); 8)0]h zl5o] 2& Aghel| x| Fiuter} @A) o}l 915 011
A Holeh= A3} 2 AR A A YA welE v EE 7= F
7tEFo]l Frha YFshe Aol Fato] HWwlstA A vk Y E}
(Thomas 2010, 247—-248).
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3} 7t} Ibn Taymiyya(2008). Al-Jawab al—-Sahth Ii Man Badda/a Din al—Masih,
Bairit, Dar Ibn Hazm. ©]9} 3 U8 AAM <] 137~369%0] 455 3] QoF o] HY
e AP}, Thomas F. Michel(1999). A Muslim Theologian's Response to
Christianity, Delmar & New York, Caravan Books.

8) UE| LAY upgo] & Aok 1447] Zo] T 7|52 27e] o3 d& F4 4 Hat
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Atk IR AR HUlE AR & e 5459 7}5‘40 ol A5Y
=o]7] 95 FEoE &Y A Hule Agh oA A-HAH F FHE
s Boeta wel =4 A 2dS g vgee 74—0—i W7bE 3 9let. 1316
d 79 o Elolnjole T|ZE2A AR Hule Ad & HE & oo did &9
o2 DEng Wxs A5 dg %HPE 2Ry & Asd ole Jﬂr At A e Abet
2 o A5E Fasly| v} Faris Al Ahmad(2015). “Corruptions, Imitations, and
Innovations: Tropes of Ibn Taymiyya's Polemics’, Masters’s Thesis, The City
University of New York, 11-12.
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b= 34 Q) Egh A9, o2} 2 el A1YA 2 A9 1Y
Akl g F-o] vk 7, @ A GA wejrt o] el Fetgtth= 4, ©
AALA ] wEE W2 S e E et 7Sk YAl S B 9l
e 74, 0 182k ZAY ASARA g dFon, 22k o]Ff
Tt woled 4 glth= F4(Michel 1999, 141).
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2010, 234-235).
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T 22 Fo59 otuto] Ao A9} BekS SulE A st W] XS
A3 = 4 dvkar T Michel 1999, 61-62).
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9) o] w=EE A3 Fud HIdd wue Ay 9 ofgelEe us 2tk Ibn
Taimiyya(n.d.), Minhaj al-Sunna al—Nabawiyya {7 Naqd Kalam al—Shi'a al—Qadariyya,
Bairtt, Dar al-Kutub al—Tlmiyya. 7] o}gol€& 999 302 7H= et o]} &
A LeRleR S3d thad] T4 8o do] MRS gtk Ibn Taimiyya(2021).
The Path of Sunnah of the Prophet: Minhaj As—Sunnah An—Nabawiyyah, Nasiru
Garba(tr.).
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); 1021304\ 55 HFALTE AotakE BEXe| 8 shasteto g FAL

Ae e A5 s ESHfatwa)olth. o] FES A o] Eo|w]ol=

Z3AY 7P st 28 WolESithe oA 7Y ¥

ok ofue, Al &E3t A sjAoll A Ae] 2(zahir) 9 “HH (batin) o] 2k
Vsl

4 o

= AA o] & ER o7|a vpAl A Sufskal Jokar HlE Rtk (Michel
1999, 57-58).

7)ol FEefjof & A& 717 AM e FES= M T A7]e] A
715k Aopukehs AR M2 g WY FAE bFa YedE &
L, ASA AAA - DA dE dAE 0] Ytk Aol ©f

718 R AZEE Fol 715 AJoturh fdAl Al 2

B2 98 Bad olge FFae dholel] g B, © Beel shEd Be 2
[e)

al-Islam Abmad Ibn Taymiyya, vol28 ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Muhammad b.
Qasim(Ed.), Al-Riyadh, Matabi' al—Riyad.
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U & FA3H o]& Tl 2 oFE Feh o] UHA AL Aloke] AR of
ol 9Jaf Mg, Aloke] AL e Y8 FHoR o AKI,
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o)) Rol3 B3] FAL Wi o4t glo] wolr, T, dris, e
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(The Humble T Oct 5, 2020).
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HrolSo| 1L X2 & uhtieo], 2%37] A VSRS o7t A AAE o}
EolaL 2o FuE wEit Ak oY AR 7| SRS nhEY R o] dHA
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o APk e, % vleoks AEA WE, 1 A% 1
Ak, olel @ WEely 1 V)ERE Wad A5

o go] Wil

i o) 10 ANk 9 AL 2o Holok B, el 7)%
T AETE ARG & HEok(bida)E AT 1y AAES ¥
AGE Aol ofym, By 71 o]l A AAAAE A5 vl gl (Ibn
Taymiyya a 2008, 81)
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A Bg 2 ohEol g TR whEORA OB Al wet o (n=
ohg AEA BEE 02 Watka AH G, 1 d2A, Aokt HESE 37
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